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- Yell-Know- n Men Find Relaxation From Business at This Picturesque Sheet of. Water--So-l - Vance,
iWhoWas Beared Near --the ftesort,, Serves as ,Guide7--He Spends HisTinieonuthe?Lakeina

Dflapidated, Old Boat, "VWilch Strangers' Regard as'TtJnsafe Until the Fisherman Assure ",.
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i After a day of exploration , tha Tinny

taderland take. It Is eom- -
on occurrence for these Judges, scientists-

to accompany "Old
ol" to his tiny cabin on the west-shor-

'iHere the 'choicest' of : the day are
" I ' 'foiled.

r.Beslde his own cabin la a larxer eae re--
laerred for the, tired flshfrmnn,

sake of novelty, they spend the
ght there. These buildings
rJocated a quarter of a mile below the
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L AT KING'S LAKE.

- those whe enjoy' Ixaak Waltoti'a
: to TJBCla Sol'"' domain are: '

9. SUckney, JBYea?W;. ?Ba!tan.
T." rPrlce, Doctor

Adelahua Bnacb, .G. Lacey
H. GragT. Jr.: J. B. a

& KaJBtt. Wmla H. NoJ- -!
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j ker. H. Clay Fierce, H. C Stlfel, Charles A.

Sux, J. C 'Van Blarcom, Cyrus P. wal-hrldc- e,

Lowell Putnam, Judge A. A. Pazson,
F. 'W.'Phelan.'M. D. Sullivan, Oeorcs H.
Small. W. A. Seliner, D.-F- . Klngsland, C J.
Kostuba, 0. P. Keyea, R. V. Leonorl, 'Wi-
lliam Lerol, B. H. Coninan, 'Charles B.

J. "MclCtnney,-Joh- n Moestla, Fred
Moll. R, B. Morris. L N. Miller, B. M. Mur-
phy; Ben 'Miller, Con. Mathey; Samuel F.
Meyerson, John L Martin, F. B.' Newcomb,
Joseph O'Neill,' H.P1 T. H. Con-rad-

Doctor C. F. Delaney, A.- - VT. Day,
Doctor 'John Duncan Thomas1 P.-- Gerhart,
Benjamin -- Greta, Frank Galenne. Jesse
French, Walter' Grecory. F. W. Gerhart.
Frank-- Bunklns,-- - J. A Habenstab, John
L. Howard, Judge Warwick Houah, A. W,

Tra aunrlaa to h apeftai-hjatlni- a I johannln.'& T: .LoulsP..Alt, a.'boat,
to at
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Blanke,'D. L BuahneU, John S. Bratton, M.
WlUlam L.' Becker, John H.

Bleislng, Robert Buchanan, J. F. Conrad.
Delacy Chandler,-Be- n F. Clark, H. B. Tuttle,
F.. W. Teutenberg. Charles F. Wenneker,
Joseph, Frank and'H. L. Grlesedleck.

.Many of these men belong to one or, the
other, of the two clubs at King's Lake.
They have fished with Sol. Vance.

Thomas Fuller once observed that "Ho
that sips of many arts drinks of none."
Uncle Sol drinks of only one.

He was born on the shore of King's Lake
when It was a. part of tha Mississippi.

He does not know how old he Is.
'He declares he has fished ever, atnoe he.

waa strong: enough to hold the rod.
He estimates that for thirty odd .years he

has "cotched" an. average of thirty fish a.
day. In, season, at an average weight of half
a ponnd.to the fish.

This would make over a ton each year and
about' thirty-fiv- e, tons In alL '
SOL VANCE WAB . ...
BORN A'SLAVE. ". i. 5

About 85 jeers, ojancrw.janahavlEg'been
born a stave, Uncle Sol spent the' first years .

of hi.,, life In chopping wood and doing
other work on the' estate of- - Benjamin

ST. LOUIS. AO.. 30. 1902.

Stood'Time'fl

"bubUncla,

Vance, a Missouri planter of promtneaoa be-
fore the war. ," v

He was sold In Lynch tradlag yard at
St. Louis to a New Orleans man at the age
of 1&

One ef Ha most famous stories, known to
many' who have accompanied the' aged
darky on fishing expeditions. Is narrative of
an experience he had 'with a "bar""m a
Louisiana canebreak. - '

He is a noted teller of, tales, ana never al-
lows the conversation to lag when his. com-
panion is in a receptive mood.

When we called, at the old man's eabhv
the other day, I was told he had suspended
fishing operations for a few days, and might
be found down along ths'border of the lake
chopping wood.

After a few minutes walking we. heard
the sound of his ax and finally located him
seated behind a' thicket upon a pile of wood.

Being-cripple- In .his, lower extremities he
waa compelled to work' thua

He has snow-whi- te 'half and goatee, shin-
ing eyes and black' pMbl. ,.

St. Louis artists 'have found In this old
negro a good ,model.)rl

One picture, by J. Wilton Cunningham, Is
weU known.

Uncle' Sol was requested to don his hat
and' coat, while thcamtrawas being

He acquiesced readily, but the, prepara-
tions aroused his risibilities to such an ex-
tent that, he coul3;harfly,be persuaded to
cease swaying back and forth long enough
to take the picture. , '

His mouth opened wide and his boisterous
laughter echoed through, the woods In a
.manner that would have seemed uncanny to
a stronger hearing it without seeing him.

Between gasps ha found, time tosay:
"Lawd: bless .yd.' Mars, 'taint gwine make
no dlffence' how ah. looks:

""Dto hyah-plctufe'- me aint gwine look
wory'tmagnesiusitnohow." .

.TJNCX.SOL CHAT3r ,
AiiUUX' ,JtUH,JHOBBX..

After the opeiatkm"TJnele Sol reeeated
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himself and was Induced by cautious ques-
tioning to start a running fire of conversa-
tion on the subject with which be-l- a so
familiar.

Izaak Walton wrote! "We may say of
angling, as Doctor Bot'eler says of straw-
berries: God could have made a
better berry, but doubtless God never did,'
and so. If I might be judge, God never did
make a more calm, quiet, innocent recrea
tion than angling."

So thinks Uncle SoL
"Cey ain't no use talkto, sun, dey ain't no

spoht likflshin" In dlsjhyah lake. ,

Cohse Ah ain't thinkin" nothln' "bout
fishln' dls week,, ca'se Ah's got to cut man
white's supply of wood.

"Ah's glttin too old to go out In de snow
and chop de hlck'ry foh to keep me an' de
ol' 'oman rum freesln to deaf.

"But ills on'y takes about a week and den
Ah goes back to de fishln. Some folks comes
up hyab. fum de city and dey cuts holes in
de Ice and catches flsti dataway.

"Shot para no spoht
"Da.bestest time ob'aHU In da spring.
"De long wlnt.h munfs seems lonesome.as

kingdom come to me, but when Ah pokes
mah.haId.out de doah and hyeahs de birds
go 'tweedle an sees, de sun steamln' de
last ob de ice off de lake an' drlvin' do snow
an' frost out ob de woods, den Ah gits out,

allure, crawls Into da boat an
reviews man xqup'""' wly de croppies
an' de big black basses."

Here Uncle Sol went into another parox-
ysm of mirth.

"An dat's when de gasmen fum de city
laks to heb Ol'Unc'8oI show 'em where da
bestest fishln' la -

."Ah reckon Ah knows by name ebery.
.ornery lake, and jes what he
lak Uf he lunch. , .

"S lowth peit ob de lake U de bestest

place, an' de mostest, croppies kin
cotched In de bresh along de banks.
HE RECALLS A BALL
OF OTHER DAYS. .

"An reckon Mars Lucas, he knows ijes."

'bout as much about It as any ob 'em.
"He fam'ly bin In dese.pahts a long-time- 1

"Ah membehs when Ah .was a spry young
nlggab Mars Cha'les Lucas, he say: ,

" 'Sol, yo' cut dem ten logs ob wood up
an den come up to man shootln" box." '

"Dat's wbyah de King's Lake 'Club Is
now.

"Ah cuts de wood an' Ah goes up d'ers.an
what yo' fink? Dey was' a ball goln' on dere
an' all de fine young .masses an' de", pretty
misses in de whole kentry was ders a danj-ci-

fo" all dey 'waa wuf. , .

"An' Mars Lucas sajr: Now,-8o- l, yo git
all dem other nlggahs an' go down' to dp
cabin, an' 'joy yo'se'f.' . J

"An he done gib us.s 'freshments fo to
mak It de bestest nlggah blowout what
evah waa In desa pahta J. . !

"An eber since den dey's bin some-men-

beh do Lucas fam'ly round, hyab, fishln an.
huntn. an' dey knows 'bout as much 'ss
Ah does "about de lake'' ""

1

Mr. Lucas presentedTJ tide Sol with eighty
acres of land, where ho mikes his hbtne." f

As a summer Lake ls'one
of the most popular In the West, Vj ". '

.It is safe to say that; during 'the last. sea-
son It bad 50.000 visitors,, the or
them from St Louis. . fy i. iIt Is ten miles' long and', not over a
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quarter of a mile wide 'atlts widest ! Lat spring and summer 3,000 guests were
Situated .about toe' middle Jof; the Take' Is accommodated at this place.
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View 'v.
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- Across', the lake and.aOlttle further down

This hotel Is open. to,.tbeBUbUp,.but,Is axe thejbulldlnes of the Klnca L&ka.Clnb.
sustained by a club membersbJpof aearly wUich is strictly prlvateaBd has a member".
Ms. r.f- - J-- stakt; jj; fifty-tw- o prominent Bt Louis ma. 1
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During the summer a large properttssi.
the visitors are women and i hllrtnei
do very' little fishlng'orhusttog. bat s
tbeTresh aam.ruralllf.
'There are two"sportlng"aasoe.
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